The relationship between 17 beta hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase and breast tumour site and size.
The activity of 17 beta hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase (170HSD) was measured in adipose tissue adjacent to benign or malignant breast tumours. 170HSD activity was significantly correlated with tumour size in malignant tumours (r = 0.75) but not with benign tumours (r = 0.28). Enzyme activity was reduced in adipose tissue adjacent to tumours obtained from inferior breast quadrants.